
Ur!arbrunnur
Dedicated to Sylvia Hinz and XelmYa

By
Gunnar Karel Másson

2010 - 2011



    Ver!andi (p. 11 - 28)

for
Alto-recorder, Violin and Violoncello

      Ur!r (p. 1 - 10)

for
Bass-recorder, Violin and Violoncello

      Skuld (p. 29 - 41)

for
Sopranino-recorder, Violin and Violoncello

i



General performance notes 
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Quarter tones :
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Ur!r
Perception of time:

Time is a fluid state, where we have the opportunity
to move freely.

Boundaries which are limiting are supposed to 
be broken and crossed. 

Ver!andi
Perception of form:

The psychological state of the human being, 
is that of the schizophrenic. 

Jumping from one thought to the next, keeping always in
mind the deeper urges which come from the becoming-animal.

Skuld
Perception of repetition:

Patterns juxtaposed against each other, and morphing from
one state to another. Always reminding us of their original form.

Is this a frantic attempt to soothe us, like a lullaby?



Performance notes for Recorders
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" # $ " # # $ % # & ' #Sing the given pitch 
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the notes given in the main staff 

ex.

The higher pitch is the preferable, 
although octave lower is acceptable 
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2 As the word implies, 
the player should blow 

as hard as he can 
Going further than the octave
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The sound produced by
 this should be hollow

and distorted

Primal growl:

Instead of the above mentioned
sound, this should be 

more of a screech

Here the sound should be a screech
with added distortion

iv



Alto-recorder

Here the bell should be stopped 
with the knee

so the pitches in
 parentheses will emerge

Alternate fingerings (bisbligando) are notated in two ways

ex. 1

115

Tr. Rec.

Vln.

Vc.

!

"

! " "# $ $# $ $% $ $# $ #$ $ #$ $ $% $ $# #$ $ $ $# #$ $% $ $ #$ $# $ $ #$ $% $ $

! & &$gliss. & & & &
' & &gliss. & & & &

121 ()
()
()

q = 150

*+
*+
*+

,)
,)
,)

-)
-)
-)

Tr. Rec.

Vln.

Vc.

!

"

! . . . . . . .

! .
p
$/% $# $/% $# $/ $% $% $/ $ $/ $ $/ $ $ $/ $/ $/ $/ $ $/ $ $/% $ $/# $ $/% $% $/

' . . . . . . .

-)
-)
-)

128 *+
*+
*+

0)
0)
0)

*+
*+
*+

0)
0)
0)

Tr. Rec.

Vln.

Vc.

!

"

! . . . . . . .

! $/ $ $/% $/ $ $ $ $/ $ $/% $# $/% $% $/ $ $ $/ $% $% $/ $ $ $ $/% $% $1/ $1/

' . . . . . . .

0)
0)
0)

135 *+
*+
*+

()
()
()

*+
*+
*+

Tr. Rec.

Vln.

Vc.

!

"

! . . .
f

$/% $# $/% $# $/ $% $% $/ $ $/ $ $/ $ $ $/ $/

! $/ $ $ $/ $% $% $/ $/ $ $ $% $/% $1/ $1/
mf
$/% $# $/% $# $/ $% $% $/ $ $/ $ $/ $ $ $/ $/

' . . .
mf
$/% $# $/% $# $/ $% $% $/ $ $/ $ $/ $ $ $/ $/

141 ,)
,)
,)

-)
-)
-)

*+
*+
*+

0)
0)
0)

Tr. Rec.

Vln.

Vc.

!

"

!
$/ $/ $ $/ $ $/% $ $/# $ $/% $% $/ $/ $ $/% $/ $ $ $ $/ $ $/% $# $/% $% $/ $ $ $/ $% $%

! $/ $/ $ $/ $ $/% $ $/# $ $/% $% $/ $/ $ $/% $/ $ $ $ $/ $ $/% $# $/% $% $/ $ $ $/ $% $%
' $/ $/ $ $/ $ $/% $ $/# $ $/% $% $/ $/ $ $/% $/ $ $ $ $/ $ $/% $# $/% $% $/ $ $ $/ $% $%

5

1

3

2

3

or

0 0

1

0

ex. 2

1
3

0

2
3

0

1

0 Rapid alternations 
in free rhythm
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Abbreviations in "Ur!r"

ord. -  Ordinario (all effects cancelled)
s.p.  -  Sul ponticello (very vlose to the bridge)
s.t.   -  Sul tasto (on top of fingerboard)
c.l.t. - Col legno tratto (50% wood & 50% hair)
c.l.b. - Col legno batutto (100% wood & 0% hair)

Performance notes for Strings
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Scrape tone  (75% noise & 25% pitch)
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Harmonics glissandi
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Subtone (only found in "Ur!r")
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Violin

Violoncello

The illustrations here, above and below, are to clarify 
what is meant in regards to subtones (also known as subharmonics or ALF ´s. 

If we look at the violin, we see the in the upper line the
different harmonics possible by touching the nodes on a open G string.

In the lower line the corresponding subtones are shown.
To produce the subtones the bow is placed at the node where 

the desired tone is "hiding" and bowed with some force.
The method used for artificial harmonics is also well applied here, as one moves 

only the nodes according to the tone which is pressed.

The result should be a clear tone, well below the normal register of the instrument.
Nodes 4, 5 and 6 are in fact the nodes which are most audible

and have the clearest tone.
This principle is also applicable on the violoncello, with the same instructions

regarding force and placement.

N.B. If the tones which are written in the score, prove to be impossible
on the given node, the player should try to find a fingering (or bowing) 

which is more proficient in producing the desired tone.

open c string stopped c or g string at f

vii
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